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WASHINGTON TALK 



Dissent Secrecy 

/ TH^ e secret report on Soviet viola* 
| t " tKms °f arms control agree- 
• e T"^ mcnts ***** the Reagan Admin* 
lsUation sent to Congress this week 
sul prised some intelligeDoeantbori- 
bemuse it 

cal. Ordinarily,- interagency <Joa»* 


Agmcy include iootnotsB?or*«imIlar 

whirtirtiwentfcmu mju*. xtf 
the caoclustoos, .mild ^r^itterwise. 


I when the agencies differ among 
1 themselves as to the reliability or in. 
terpretadon of mate rial 
_ But ttte 55-page report by the Na- 
tional Security Council, -which Con- 
%ress had ordered from the executi ve 
branch last year, did not include any 
indications of possible fallibility or 
doubt. Dissents were -reportedly 
; e l i m i n a te d by the White .House in 
: meetings led by Robert C. McFar- 
la ne, the President’s national se- 
,, curity adviser. 


The pressures involved were sub- 
stantial. Conservative Republicans in 
Congress have. been seeking official 
documentation of instances in which 
the Soviet Union has failed to abide by 
its arms control pledges, and the 
State Department has been reluctant 
to respond because of the complexity 
of the material and obvious interna- 
tional repe rcu ssions. These lawmak- 
ers said the White Bouse had previ- 
ously' pulled its punches in detailing 
Soviet cheating, and some of them 
were not very happy about the con- 
ciliatory arms control speech that the 
President addressed to the Russians 
last week. The dissent-free intelli- 
gence report that finally emerged 
seemed tailored to their interests. 

James F. Clarity 
Warren Weaver Jr. 
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